
EXHIBIT 4

Letter dated February 26, 1900 to Frank Conser
from Commissioner of Indian Affairs
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February 26,1900.

Frank Vi. Gonser,

Supervisor of Indian Schools,

Miles, Washington,

Care U.S^ Indian Agent,
Colvllle Agency, ffashingion.

Sir:

The feller Biyer Eeservation is si'fcy.a'feed in the Sta-te of

Nevada, some 60 milee soufcheast of SaaBWorth. Its 'boundaries were

surveysd in Decembsr 1864 by Eugena Monros and embrace an area of

S20,OOQ aorss, ia'cludir<g -bhe talker Lake, Ncitwithstanding this res-

eri-a'&ion v&s surreyed in 1864 'by the said Burreyor for tbe use and

occupancy of ths Pah Ute Indians then locaUd ther&on, -bhe Honorable

Secretary of the Inferior under date of March 18, 1874, upon request;

of this office in a Xa-fcUr dated the 17th of that month, recosznended

to the President tha-fc he issue an order wl'bhdr&wing from sale or

other d.isposs'.tion and seUing a^&rt the ressrsration or •fcract of

cou33try embraced in said survay for •bh8 u-se as& occupation of the

Ino.i?ate named.

On March 19, 1874, the Presidsnt ordered t.bat the resefvution

situated on ff&liwr Biyer, Heysda, &8 suryeyeat by Kugene Monroe

Deoeraber 1864, 1>@ v.'i^MrwW fr&m ss^ or other disposition and set

Bi

»
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unaer cuj

ten t,hsy.i
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.fii-uc^ ?r\
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t.bp '>i?P o.f t.h? Pal-! Ut.p Tn^itWp l.hw res;.3.:lnr, t,}-i6r'sori»

|?'tp InciiiWf; pf,i]'l. i;3e s-nr5 ooc'.<py {•''i.dR r^sprvat.lon, .'ind hs.v's

a? \?ill be o^-ssrvsd from t.hs forpgoiRg s't.&'b&o'ierAs, for <i&&u.'i

•:r Rerera} puccep.".5ve Oongrsssep bi.Us h&?s ~b»srs ir-t.r&c^icsc!

ynd repf.orp this rfiserva'biori t.o •t.he public 3craiain arif!

]i.e Xndlatis t.o t.he Pyramid LtiJce r?ssr'"at,3on in said S'ta^a.

j-se ha? et.esdFapt.ly oppoped t.hj.s propos&d 2egislRtion ?^i5

madp sn SKmest report, upon a liil] •su'bait.t.sci t.o this &f^ics

|;r St.ev.-art. contfdTiing proTl?i on s for t.hs ra.cat.ion of t.his

.on, its restoration t,o tlie public domain and the rsin0?al

i6ians occypyiRg thfi same •to the Tyrsa.ie. liaks r&ssri'a'fcion.

>.e is. desirous of securing thsee Indians peraanent fcomea

reservation and in order to do so it- appears t.hat steps

taken to allot, the desirable lands to th» Indians irs

under the provisions of the General Allote.ea't; Act &?proTad

18, 18-87, &e amsndsd by the Act of Felsra&ry 28, 1R91, (26

^34). According to recent reports t.o t.his sfri.os 1'y •Shs

^ndent of the Oarson School, most. of the lcind emcraced la

iAj-on is rough and arid; but it appears that there ars nciv

l.t.ly&ti.or; about 1100 acres of lano, end that from seven to

sane! acres addit'ional could be brought under oultiva'fcic.n

|.ng a divn in the Salker River apd const.r.icting ac irrigat.icK

I®; ?iyg to six miles lon^'. Such ft dit.ch would. cost,according

•,iit'£it-e isyfcinHUd to this offisse August Sl, 1S'3B, by gugens

'es$rv.
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Mewl; S'ip|»'-b-,;."n:?sn1; of t.he Carson School, a'boufc §12,000, and ac-

ooriUng t3 est.inat.es sylsniit.^e;l by Superint.endent Alien in his .:mnual

report of) last. year from $10,000 to $15,000. There is already H

appears a) dit-ch upon the reservation two or three miles in length

".'Licli a.ff|ords .some irrigation to the crops planted by tlie Indians.

The plan |oF furnisl-iing the Indiiyis additional water by means of a

dam in t.^e talker River and the consf.ruction of an irrigation di'bch

i" connection t^erovdsh. seems faasiols from rsports on file in

this offi|se. ?ile •fche Indians of this res9r?ation are slov/ to

aeccp-t, cijvilised lialiits c.oneidsrable adyansement has bsen mado

in the 1c

litUs f4

st. five years among t-3iem. A niteilier of them have opensd up

nas or ranches, sown fields to alfalfa, produced wheat and

vege'fcabl^s and a few have (iomestic fowls» Few of •them have houses,

being content, as it appears, to live in their ''wicldups* v/'intier

and summ4r»

Tljie lands wi-lhin the reservation liays no-fc 'been surveyed.

Before ap.otmsnts. can be made it will be necessary to osiuss •the

desiy&U^ lands ".'ithin the ressrvation to be .survQyed as the pu'blic

lanclR &r^ surveyed and su'bdivided in the same manner. It appears

that. Vae^e. are about. 600 Pah Ut® Indiaas .occupying tihis reserva'fcion.

The Indi|uis olai.rilng the talker River r&set-vation as t.heir home

are shov/(i in the follcwing •table;

^iles a'boyo 1R years of age..'.'. ..»..,.,.•»... .'.1B4
]e:aal8s a'bove 14 years of"ng8. ....,',..».>...., ...?.^6
Jnles "betwesn S and 18_year^ of u^,e..',.',..'.'..'. 75

!i]emale» between 6 and_14 years of"»;ige. .».>,,. 52
yales under 6 ^ears of age .,.,....>*.'..,,......, 31

Fjsmales under 5 yews^ ofags. ............. .AAA^§.^_
'Total:: ,'v.~.~.;;;;:;.;:;..: -'~W

m

IB81

i
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ffl

}ip;n'<<d,

!111i;l'..i V

NpV,".dH,

•i-riUon ;i[

tr-A t.hr'r

for you

Ipnpt t-N

•••^.c-rc? al[

is pit.r,;tl

r;;ns tly't

The r6?e)

is t.'no!^

suit.Aolo

Lc.ke i\3-5.\

proper e-]

M
surv-sjsd'l

star.cs s

?1
the pour4

vicing I

t.c; lie ^riji

•^)" th 6 p'|

Vhiv'-i ^!,^

R

:.ouri$a

•7^ F

!',rn (,lu> (mown 'In th.'it. HOn^ion o!' fioi.mtr.'/ ;;}ia-U ^ln•/c) 'H.RO.T,-

|nny in f.hft niont.li of AprlJ or Mny, .'inrt whor, you 'iiiri '•:r/n7?)-

^o no, you wD? proaeBil liO tihe ^ntkflr Hivor rosdr'/n^l'-jn,

|ror tlio purpope of fltoinin^hK ih& C.\WM^V>Y oF '.hAt, r?s9r-

h<1 .•i.r.pert.ninin^ .'i11)out. tlio qunn^J.iy of* B.'llo^'t&k'J^ lan'J r.l^j/i-

?in. To porform fehi?. dut^' proporly i't- •fflU 1r»c) riORc,saa-Q-

^.o go over suiti, exufnitie tho roeOrv&tlon pBfgcnftlly '3,- a*,

|it. portion of tt? dn^B Ori toiUfih tho Iririlft-nB nro f-iW.yJ ^

.otffientti wa^,' be wide. Thd talker TAke» ya above l.i''^c&''.9d>

;&d in the teoutti half of tho ron^rval/ioft. Yl-ie «alk$r Rlyer

h,sh t,h6 y^tfbyfil •pfirtlon o? •&he nortbsm h/il^ tfi'ireof.

•wt-tion a'ppeyr'R ^ W eurroynded wbolly 'by rtcun-^dna. I-'-

pt. t>iafc tl!'e l;y5ds 'yhioli ura ?idapted to sgrioalt.ur's and

?or alls-fcftiWfc aro si-fcuat&d in ths valley north 6? ^al'xs.?

[along ^alks^ M?sr; 'oirt you "ugl; ne'tartiins this faa^ cy

jyadn-aUon 6f ?(? Iftnois.

abovg st-Ette':}, th? lands Within the resdrTaA-icn a.r<? r:rt

Surveys -of -fcha pulilio domain h&vs be^n tae^a is scs^ is-

ijitoani tSwyeto.

•$ficlo8'9t herewitili, d map rif t.he Stat.e of Sevads s^nys-i^g

iriss of eaid ysaer'^dtifia ;i«d <iftff'l^u^lf3 syrveys ."B -:?:•&

l.tiiereof. You wiU &l>8erv.e '&hat' ? Save oaused rsd LSA Zis'e?

w -*,Mg map through the Fe^ir.yatton f?«n Ihi? linss

^llc Burve.y Uisroly tndlcutl^ t'hft towns'iip A'^ r^'e?? ^'

Isy^.v, of VfiS z'rfwv^iw v/oulri r«U wheii) t..vi<? y.'i'.-^i;' ;:'.L---.'.;;,-

^r^j^cioA
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I- tl!:!'-' !• 1 >'

you;' inS'ol

;i)f .Hlhtl-l

witian or|

;:"(i ;iU3:-i.;l5

i;u^i-:itft

.-olor wit.!

i~;'v^r <.i?

W3;!1 1-p r'i

p;'pp. II.

"KJ;^;t»? W^;

{'';. SffiW ft.:

t.iiertifore

,ci: will c

s;;c.^d \--e

tr
lilSd •iTlt.U.

w ^s£.^ ^u&.n

or ".r-s rs^

1 S^d. S £ St-

•^G^X^IS

shculd ce

••'••r. W;E, Wftff

i-;.:vic^.l

'^
' fi K:^/'s S^^

Wt
m

-fi-

r ('•.{.r.ui'iiiri <i.!inr()(iv(»r> Thi!' i!.'i]i 'i ('. 'irclosnd no't ''<nl7 f'Q'r

in;,!,i on, liu+, !'(>;• •i'ou>- i;fo hi nn|iini1.!,.iry,', ^Qi.r roport, •uii'lr.r

c.{.:.on» hin'fi.'in f-'ivcri. fifh>>n •,'01.1 Html} li/r-'r'i riii.itfi nri Q/wf.i-

t.S'.y L'«irin witl'.in t.lir ro.-.r,rv«U ori find flol-ormino'l whrt1; IWT^?;

ifl t'O!' .'if.rtctsHuro swl J.}wrfif<:-rti n'! )ott,;iLlt>, jou •ffi'i'i

iip nfts'io on tin p niitp 1>j.' plnotn^ ft cronp. or ROW.Q propnr

,ti i.lw tovn\ff}\l^K wv) rnr^fiF'- ncaooiviry t.o 1')0 nurvt'yo'J '.o

Uu'.tii': dcpirod. The oxpenpo?* of 'liifi s'.urvey of td<j8<; ift.Kflh

irf by thir. offiof; froni fus.dn approjtrJHt.ed F&r tha^ ^'^•"-

not riecired, howev-ftr, ^o {»y f&r ytirve^ of t.,wr;ii,'';jp?i ?;r/J

~h nro not. s'uitaMe For dHot,mi@ni and ffUc,h wiil3 lltel^

.um lic» fce Mist.ored to the pu'bHc doK&in,, Y&'ji Tdll

?s cars' fvl if. gubmiUi.ng your rop&rfcc yei H ^s h&pe^ tbs;^

sri-r &il Isnae th$r6'6(/ T/hlch the Iftdisns; ^sire 8?id wr.ic.'.

Lllott.ed tv them.

^bere fsra not mere tfaari 12,006 acras' cf figricuX-S^r&l

t'Ks ytsewvK^iffn, it would hardly sa&a Juat tc allc*.

.*;y of IfwS. in 80 acre tra.ots to a portion of tb& I&di.E£:&

a-y&tlCiR and g!v$ to otihei- Indians Inferior larfds c-r

^y.E6<5ptibl6 of iyHg&Uw sanfi culiiraiicn. Plsase cGs'Ei-i£e.-

t.hsy&^ott&., ih& ottestii?i-i as t-6 ftheihar •fcrt&se Ii^ds'eaTS

|lloU®<3 ir, quantities l^eg than 66 scz'ee or, tn ot.hsr

hsr tbs ^ricKltyral 3«n<3R e)ioyld 'bs eUottiB^ to e&^

\InSiefi pro riita aft neyy so w\y bo a.ocorrilr^ to l.t^s.l

^

RES00007071-6
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tHs

su'bdivii

thought

cciuicil

after

for alN

you mlg^

of the cj

oons-fcnict

obtaininl

B'%'.S.'''§3
-'; ?~i— K'SS?:!

-"& K
K

».7~

.4ions. To sa-tisfac'<v0rily det.ermine t.hip. question it is

|t.hat, the matter should 'be prssontad to ths Indians in

assembled for tlcwt purpose, and tiheir wishes asoertained.

ssnQ Vas 'been fully explained to them. Ths lands selected

^t.meni should be susceptiUe of irrigation. It seems -fchat

Ie able to detiennine that question from t,he general contour

jountry and -bhe Itu-id lying along ffftlker River. The old ditch

;|t>ed over these lands should lie examined with a view of

^ infottuation upon the ma-fcter,,

think it would 'bs well for you t,o consult vdth James K.

Alien, St-iperin-tiendent of the Carson School^ liefore undertaking the

exominatp.on above indicated. In fact it would be well for you to

invite S|iperin'fcendent Alien to accompany you in your investigations

and conferences with •the Indians respecting the maUer under con-

siderati^Hq He doubtless will be able to throw much light upon

the question. He was recently in this office and discussed in an

informal]way the matter under consideration^ showing quite a toiow-

ledge of|the same and manifesting great in-terent. in the welfare of

the Indi:)me<> Ti is thersfore concluded that. his information and

Eu^8sii|)ns would matsrially aid you in reaching a proper conclusion

as t6 th^ lar<dB becessary •to be aurveyed {or allo-bments and the

quantit,y|which should be gi?W e&ch in^iyidnal tTtdian® The office

will advise him that you have 'been instructed to visit the ffalker

River r&^ervatlon for t;be purposes herein Indicated > and to assiK-fc

RES00007071-7
1 lonnovio-in
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you, upo|i your cnll, in <wy propor in.annor ttat ho ro.uy be a1)lo, a.c-

oomp(uiyi|)g' you over t.hs ro.-.orvyt.ion if hln dutioB us SupBrlntendsnt

of t,ho C|irson Sohoo], will penidlt.

H} oass t,ho pul'lic EHrvoyB (U-e oxtondod over the u^ricuHurn]

Ituids wi't.hin t.lw rosei'vot»jton and allotimetTbB thereof made, the

surplus ^mds may eoon thercfifter bo ceded to t.ho Uni'fced StuteB

if the Ii^di.'uis will consent to euoh coaelon. By Vno.t means .funds

sufficie^fc might "be obtained to construct the dam and irrigation

dit.ch as Iherotoforo suggestod 'by tho soyernl Suporlntendents of the

Carson School; also to fwniah the tndiiuie with agricultural irapls-

n-.ent,P ar,^ other necese-ary artidlos to pu^ them in the '.'/ay of self-

s-upport a^id enablo tliem to eultn'nte the lande allotted.

Tills beUennsnt of ih8 condition of these Indiana is wr:/ much

desired a^id it is relieved that allotcients of land In severalt-y to

them will! lead •to that end. It is tniB-bed that the scope of the

instructions heitejin given is suffJ.clent to enalle you to make a full

snQ. ccmpl'

any ether

jucigiaertt

•this o.m

|ite report upon the tnatter u»der ccais5d9ration» Should

ques-kionB ayies or pi'eesn'b thariselves which in youj-

|?ouH •iftpme t;h6 •80n&it.iott of the. rndlsns and of wluch

^ should ^e advised» you will subcdt, the same in your

report.

Lar4 Offi^

to subrnH

T4 ff&y Ts6 btaUdf f<sr youik in:?onos-i;io^ •fctia-fc the GenerRl

|e ff^ll lie asked tp requepA 1;he gwveyor &aneriil of Sevada

\w offti{oft1;{a of the oo.?t of the survey of t.h8 towns'nps

r^M

Sl
Bit

RES00007071-
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anri ran^Ej

inst.ru.ot3l

Inaianfi >

Indiar., s\

t]wsQ Ind|

Fol

dated Feb|

Sc2ioo3..

these Ind'

(J.H.H,)

.m'
I.' ,.,

s •."Inch may be recosrfflondsd ^y you for survey under the

ons harein given. The main purpose no','/ is t,o asce.rfcain

y wliat l;aids sliould 'be surysyed for allotment t.o these

and ^,'s'iQ quantify whicli should 'b? gi'/'sn to each individual

'd "/.hsthar this is u ".'ise courss to pursue wi'Si r&spoct to

. ana t

j'-our further infonna'tion I enclose a copy of a Ist.ter

'uary 16, 1900, froa Supfirintendeni Alien, of the Carson

'his ehcws the proposition lie has in mind for allo'fct.ing

lans -xnd t.heyaaf-fcsr nego'&iatlng with •fchsm for t.he cession

|"plus lands.

?ery respectfully, ^. •"- /

^

;-

Gosmiasirfner,

^-

iffi

K
B

/
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